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So with all his humanism Clemenceau will not accept the
theories of scientific Socialism which could give an unshakable
foundation to his own views of life. That is the weakness
which runs through all his books and articles. His own
individuality is so powerful that he simply cannot grasp the
possibility of anything but individual effort, personal suasion
and isolated measures of reform.

Nevertheless, we come upon a passage which, written
obviously in perfect good faith, would, within its limits, be
accepted as a fair statement of Socialism from an outsider:
" Socialism is social beneficence in action, it is the intervention
of all on behalf of the victim of the murderous vitality of the
few. To contend, as the economists do, that we ought to
oppose social altruism in its efforts is to misrepresent and
seriously calumniate mankind. To complain that collective
action will degrade the individual by some limitation of liberty
is to argue in favour of the liberty of the stronger which is
called oppressive. Is it not, on the contrary, to strergthen
the individual by restraining and controlling every man who
injures another man as does the employer of to-day when left
to the bare exigences of competition ? . .. . Follow the laissez-
favre policy for the individual, says the anti-social economist,
and speedily a whole regiment of devotees will rush to the
succour of the vanquished. We always wait, but see nothing
save the terrible condition of humanity which ever remains.
.... Against this anarchy it is man's glory to revolt. He
claims the right to soften, to control fatality if he cannot escape
from it. How?"

And then Clemenceau, whom in active life none would accuse
of undue sentiment, goes off into a series of moral reflections
'and the need for perpetual moral preachments which really
lead us nowhither; thoug]j, some pages further on, he quotes
Karl Marx, who speaks of the unemployed as the inevitable
" army of reserve " due not to human immorality but to the
necessary functioning of the unregulated competitive capitalism
of our period- Yet the great French Badical shrinks from the
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